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I. Postmodernism’s Response to the Enlightenment

II. How Postmodernism Addresses Basic Worldview Issues

1. What is the prime reality — the really real? Irrelevant.

2. Why is it possible to know anything at all? The first question postmodernism
addresses is not what is there or how we know what is there, but how language
functions to construct meaning. In other words, there has been a shift in “‘first
things” from being to knowing to constructing meaning.

3. What is the nature of external reality, that is, the world around us? The truth
about the reality itself is forever hidden from us. All we can do is tell stories.



4. What is a human being? There is no substantial self. Human beings make
themselves who they are by the languages they construct about themselves.

5. What happens to a person at death? Irrelevant. Only this life is relevant,
especially the cultures of this life.

6. How do we know what is right and wrong? Ethics, like knowledge, is a
linguistic construct. Social good is whatever society takes it to be.

7. What is the meaning of human history? Stories are what give communities
their cohesive character. All narratives mask a play for power. Any one
narrative used as a metanarrative is oppressive.

III. The Reach of Postmodernism



